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A Sin For The Ages?
[. The Source
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And the people saw that Moshe had delayed in descending the mountain, and the people
gathered upon Aharon saying, “Rise, make for us gods that will go before us, for the man
Moshe who brought us up from the land of Egypt-we do not know what became of him.”

Il. Present in Every Failure
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And now, go and lead the people to where | have told you. Behold-my angel shall go before
you and on the day that | make my account, | shall bring their sin to account against them.

N AP |'"YTN0 Ndon 722 Tin'in
VY22 NYQINI DWYN TNR DA |'RY D71V'7 XA NRYIIDIENRYIID 72 17 'K :7NX' 21 X
.DNXVN DNV 'NTROI 'TEO DI'AI INNKIY L [IWUXRIN 72V 7w X017
Rabbi Yitzchak maintains: “There is no punishment that comes to the world that does not
contain one 24™ of the surplus of a liter of the first calf, for it says: ‘On the day that | make
my count, | shall bring their sin to account against them.”

. Classical Approaches
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The Talmud maintains: “Through their worship of the Golden Calf, the people of Israel
indicated that they were amenable to idolatry. ©
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Nehama Leibowitz (Elaborating on the Rambam): "Therefore we should not be astonished-
but should, rather, learn and take to heart-that thousands of individuals from among those
who stood at the base of the mountain and heard the voice of God speaking from the midst
of the fire; forty days later, created the Golden Calf.
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A one-time proclamation will not change man... even a clear Divine Revelation
will not turn him from idolatry to the worship of God.

Only prolonged exposure to a life of Torah and mitzvot...surrounding an individual
on all sides- ordering his days, nights, weekdays and festivals; his life within the home and
his existence outside; his dealings with his family and his interactions with others; his toil at
home and his labor in the field; guiding him day by day, hour by hour-only such immersion
will change a person and guard him from sliding back into the depths of darkness."
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Rabbi Yehuda Halevi: Appropriation of the right to create their own symbolic worship
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Tosafists and the Ramban: An attempt to replicate Moshe’s leadership

IV. A Puzzling Aftermath
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And Hashem spoke to Moshe: 'go, ascend from here, you and the people whom you brought
up out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which | swore to Avraham, to Yitzchak, and to
Yaakov, saying: to your offspring will | give it
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And | will send before you an angel; and | will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the
Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite

To a land flowing with milk and honey; for | will not go up in your midst; for you are a
stiffnecked people; lest | consume you on the way.'

And when the people heard these evil tidings, they went into mourning; and no one donned
his ornaments.

And HaShem said to Moshe, “Say to the Israelites, ‘You are a stiffnecked people. If | were to
go in your midst for one moment, | would destroy you. Now, then, leave off your finery, and
| will consider what to do to you.”

And the Israelites remained stripped of the finery from Mount Horeb on.

V. The Pattern
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And HaShem, God, commanded the man, saying: 'Of every tree of the garden you shall
certainly eat;
And of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it; for in the day that
you eat thereof you shall surely die.'
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And the woman said to the serpent: 'Of the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat;
And of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said: You shall not
eat of it, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.'
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And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof,
and did eat; and she gave also unto her husband with her, and he did eat.
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And in process of time it came to pass, that Kayin brought of the fruit of the ground an
offering to HaShem.

And Hevel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And HaShem
had respect unto Hevel and to his offering;

but unto Kayin and to his offering He had not respect. And Kayin was very angry, and his
countenance fell.

And HaShem said to Kayin: 'Why are you angry? and why has your countenance fallen?

If you do well, shall it not be lifted up? and if you do not well, sin couches at the door; and
unto you is its desire, but you may rule over it.'

And Kayin said unto Hevel his brother. And it came to pass, when they were in the field, that
Kayin rose up against Hevel his brother, and slew him.
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All the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the blare of the horn and the mountain
smoking; and when the people saw it, they fell back and stood at a distance.
“You speak to us,” they said to Moshe, “and we will obey; but let not God speak to us, lest
we die.”




